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Tax Notes 
 

Economic Impact Payments for Non-Filers 
 
By Barbara E. Bel, CPA, Partner, and Krista Picone, Tax Supervisor 
 

 
Please share this information with anyone you know who does not file a tax return and may not be aware 
that they could receive funds from the Economic Impact Payment program. 

 
 
Under the Economic Impact Payment stimulus, taxpayers who filed tax returns for either 2018 or 2019 tax 
years will receive a payment up to $1,200 for individuals or $2,400 for married couples. Parents will also 
receive $500 for each qualifying child under the age of 17. The threshold for eligibility is adjusted gross 
income up to $75,000 for individuals and $150,000 for married couples. The payment is completely 
phased out with adjusted gross income over $99,000 for individuals and $198,000 for married couples. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service has recently released new guidance about Covid-19 Economic Impact 
Payments for people who don’t normally file a tax return. This guidance was created to help non-filers 
register for their payments. The Treasury Department and IRS have launched a new web tool to help make 
this process simple and easy for non-filers.  
 
For taxpayers who filed a tax return in 2018 or 2019, their Economic Impact Payments will be distributed 
automatically to them. The process will be much easier for people who filed returns and chose direct 
deposit for their refund.  
 
Non-Filers 
 
Non-filers include the following: 
 

• People who did not file a tax return in 2018 or 2019 because they had no income or their income 
was less than the filing thresholds ($12,200 or $24,400 for married couples). 

 
• People who do not receive Social Security, Social Security Disability Survivor, or Railroad 

Retirement benefits. 
 
Non-filers can use a recently launched web tool to enable the Internal Revenue Service to identify them 
and their dependents and receive valid direct deposit and address information. The non-filer should go to 
this site and click on “Non-filers: Enter Payment Info Here.” 
 
Certain Recipients: Social Security, Disability, Survivor and Railroad Retirement 
 
For those who receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, Survivor, or Railroad Retirement benefits, 
do not use the web tool as the Internal Revenue Service already has the information and will automatically 
send the payment.  
 

http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payments
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However, individuals who did not file a tax return for 2018 or 2019 and started receiving Social Security, 
Social Security Disability Survivor or Railroad Retirement benefits on or after January 1, 2020 will also 
need to complete the information on the IRS non-filer website (see above). 
 
Individuals receiving Social Security, Social Security Disability, Survivor, or Railroad Retirement benefits, 
have qualifying children and didn’t file a tax return in 2018 or 2019, need to use the above website as well 
to claim the $500 payment per child.  
 
Unfortunately, dependents or someone who can be claimed as such, are not eligible for the Economic 
Impact Payment.  
 
Launching Soon 
 
Coming mid-April, the IRS will release a second web tool named “Get My Payment” to check the status of 
the payment and to provide banking information for taxpayers who filed tax returns but did not provide their 
banking information on either their 2018 or 2019 tax returns. 
 
Contact Us 
 
We invite you to visit our COVID-19 Resource Center for information and insights on various financial 
matters related to the pandemic.  
 
If you have any questions or need assistance with economic impact payments or tax matters in general, 
please contact your client partner in charge or Barbara Bel, CPA, Partner at bbel@pkfod.com. 
 
 
About PKF O'Connor Davies  
 
PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP is a full-service certified public accounting and advisory firm with a long history of serving clients both domestically 
and internationally. With roots tracing to 1891, twelve offices in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Maryland and Rhode Island, and more 
than 800 professionals, the Firm provides a complete range of accounting, auditing, tax and management advisory services. PKF O’Connor 
Davies is ranked 27th on Accounting Today’s 2020 “Top 100 Firms” list and is recognized as one of the “Top 10 Fastest-Growing Firms.” PKF 
O’Connor Davies is also recognized as a “Leader in Audit and Accounting” and is ranked among the “Top Firms in the Mid-Atlantic,” 
by Accounting Today. In 2020, PKF O'Connor Davies was named one of the 50 best accounting employers to work for in North America, 
by Vault. 

PKF O’Connor Davies is the lead North American representative in PKF International, a global network of legally independent accounting and 
advisory firms located in over 400 locations, in 150 countries around the world. 
 
Our Firm provides the information in this e-newsletter for general guidance only, and it does not constitute the provision of legal advice, tax 
advice, accounting services, or professional consulting of any kind. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/qEOECXDXY2h4gnPytkw34Z?domain=pkfod.com
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